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I can be a wild dreamer sometimes.  Doug and I laugh about it when I try to remember 
some of the circuitous trips my brain enjoys during periods of so-called "deep" sleep.  Some are 
just plain weird and seem to have no connection with reality or even mushrooms, which may 
have been in the spaghetti sauce.  Some have a basis in a reality that I'd rather ignore.   
I remember a really crazy one; one of the ones when wakefulness provides such blessed relief.  I 
was in the church, apparently getting ready for a service and it must have been Lent because 
things were purple.  We had a laundry service because just before the Sunday service there were 
huge laundry carts all around the altar, piled high, heavy purple velvet hangings were draped 
over the altar, burying the vessels, book, candles, etc. and strangers were bustling about unload-
ing them.  There was a choir but all I could hear was one woman snoring loudly and others mak-
ing excuses for her.  Things were lying around unironed, and more and more velvet "linens" were 
being piled higher and deeper on top of the altar.  The high point was the organ beginning the 
processional and the choir coming down the center aisle without me; I was sloughing off in the 
sacristy (in shock over the velvet, no doubt) and hadn't even vested.  When I awoke, it was with 
great relief, a huge sigh that it was only my sleeping brain run amok, and that all was as it 
should be.  Phew!  

I wonder if that's how the Magi felt when they returned to the East from their travels to 
Bethlehem.  Can you hear them tell the story?  Yeah, we went across the desert following this 
wild star for weeks, spent a bundle on some fabulous gifts to bring to Emmanuel, the promised 
Savior, the King of Kings who, by the way, was a newborn baby in a bed of straw in the stable, 
being fed by his 14 year old mother.  Woo, sounds pretty far out; wonder when we're going to 
wake up from this one??

For me, Epiphany is a blend of each of those stories.  First, I'm so relieved to wake up 
from the chaos of the holiday advertising and busyness scenario to find that it is Epiphany, a 
blessed season of increasing light as we begin to learn who this baby really is and what his life 
and death will mean for the world.  And then, it's a realization that the impossible and improb-
able scene that the Magi witnessed was not a dream, that there is no waking from it, stuck in 
their humdrum lives as Wise Men telling people when to plant their crops based on the position 
of the stars.  They might have tried to settle down to the "normal" routine but it was not possi-
ble.   Something which would change the face of the world had just happened and would influ-
ence history to its end.

So it is for us.  We have been back to the manger; we have seen this thing which has come 
to pass, foretold by prophets and angels.  We cannot put it aside and move along as we put our 
decorations away for the year.  A child has been born who is Christ the Lord and we will not 
wake from this one to discover it was only a dream.  This is as real as it gets.  And now in Epiph-
any, as the light returns, theologically and literally, we must tell, we must go, we must show how 
this child, God incarnate, matters to the world.  This is the dream come true, the one from which 
we do not wish to awaken.  We don't have to; the Word became flesh and lived Gail +
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At least once a year, many Christians become aware of the great diversity 
of ways of adoring God. Hearts are touched, and people realize that their 
neighbors' ways are not so strange.  In 1908, the Rev. James Wattson, a 

North American Anglican priest, founded the "Octave for Unity". The Faith and Order move-
ment began publishing "Suggestions for an octave of prayer for Christian unity" in 1926.

The event that touches off this special experience is something called the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity. Traditionally celebrated between 18-25 January (in the northern 
hemisphere) or at Pentecost (in the southern hemisphere), the Week of Prayer enters into con-
gregations and parishes all over the world. The liturgical “bookends” are the feasts of the Con-
fession of St. Peter on January 18 and the Conversion of St. Paul on January 25.  The scriptural 
theme this year is “That they may become one in your hand” (Ezekiel 37:15-19, 22-24a). The 
theme for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity for 2009 was prepared by a group of repre-
sentatives of the Catholic Bishops Conference of Korea and the National Council of Church of 
Korea and the liturgical material for 2009 is rooted in the experience of the churches in Korea. 
In their context of national division the churches have turned for inspiration to the prophet 
Ezekiel, who also lived in a tragically divided nation and longed for the unity of his people.

A message from the Graymoor site:

Each year during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity our communities of faith 
gather to express the degree of communion which the churches have already received, 
and to pray together for the full unity which is Christ's will “that all may be one,” as he 
and the Father are one. We see this desire for Christian Unity expressed in the text of 
Ezekiel in which he did not despair but proclaimed a message of hope for the renewal and 
the unity of God's people, “that they may become one in your hand.”(Ezekiel 37:17)

As we gather once again and pray in the hope of Christian Unity may our actions 
and prayers embody the true peace, reconciliation, and unity which is to be found where 
God dwells. For Ezekiel and for our communities of faith this unity is not simply the join-
ing of previously divided groups; it is God's intention for God's people that require conver-
sion and renewal. In this prayer for unity is found the hope that God's people may yet be 
one.

Here are two great links for more information on the week, liturgical resources, history, and prayers:

www.wcc-coe.org World Council of Churches 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
January 18-25, 2009 

“That they may become one in your hand”

(Ezekiel 37:15-19, 22-24a)

9:00 Morning Prayer at St. Andrew’s January 19-23
In commemoration of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, we will offer the daily office of Morning Prayer 
Monday-Friday that week.  We will use the appropriate readings for the day and utilize the liturgical resources 
which are available.  Please join us as a start to our days remembering that God’s desire for all people is to be 
joined in unity, proclaiming as one the message of God’s love and strengthening our ecumenical relationships 
in praise, worship, and prayer.  See you in church!



St. Andrew’s By the Numbers 

                              8:00 am                  10:00 am

November 16  17         55  

November 23 19                            no#

November 30        no service                     95

December 7  21         46

December 14               11     [snowy day]     35

These numbers were compiled using the dates of the 16th of November  to the 15th of 
December.  

   2      Average # of children in Sunday School each Sunday
   1      Projects relating to Special Building and Ground work projects.

              7      Fellowship events were held, including coffee hours.
 10      Average# of adults attending the Forum each Sunday

            12      Average # of adults attending the Monday night discussion
            11      Average # of adults attending the service of Compline on Monday                                   
            20      People received Holy Eucharist at Crestwood and St. Andrew’s Place
             8      Number of items sent to the Food Bank
        $342     Amount sent to MANNA.
        $405    Amount donated to the building fund.
   $11,425     Pledge payments and loose offering
  $21,0197    Expenses paid* 
            19      Visits to Park View and individual homes

*  This figure reflects $8,000 in moving expenses for our new rector.  
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Youth Group News:

**Important Dates** please mark your calendars
Jan. 16-18th *Winter HYC* St. Thomas, Medina
all high schoolers (9th-12th) are invited to a High 
School Episcopal Youth Conference
Jan. 11th and 25th are Youth group meetings af-
ter coffee hour 

Our  youth group is going on a mission trip with 
the  youth group of St. Andrew's, Saratoga, Califor-
nia. We will  go to Tijuana Mexico on July 17th-July 
25th.  To raise money for this trip, we have been 
doing fundraisers and will continue to find ways to 
off-set the cost of the trip.

We thank you for your support!!!  

The Outreach Committee Meeting will be January 8, 2009, at 3:00 p.m., in the Library.



This Month in Christian Education
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Meetings start with coffee at 6:30, discus-
sion at 7 and close with Compline starting 
about 8:15. Because the last lecture about 

Catholicism generated so much discussion, we will start the month with a Teaching Company lecture on Ca-
tholicism by Professor Chester Gillis. Then we continue the series, American Religious History, taught by Pat-
rick N. Allitt with lectures that take us through the American Civil War. These are 30 minute lectures on CD 
followed by have another thirty minutes for discussion. 

             Starting the last Monday in January we will begin a series on music and spirituality led by Jim Couture.
The initial sessions will explore Musical Theatre and Elders. This is an area that Jim has been examining for 
several years and will include information about Music Therapy, concepts of spirituality, liturgy, and religion 
along with issues related to aging. Song, discussion, and performance will be incorporated as we explore music 
and spirituality. Jim holds a master’s degree in Spirituality from Holy Names University. He has been a clinical 
Music Therapist for over twenty five years and involved in music ministry for over thirty five. Known in the 
past as "Brother Jim", a Marianist brother in the Society of Mary, he focuses on bringing joy, healing and a 
sense of fun to the exploration of all aspects of music and culture. Drop in for any of the programs, discus-
sions, or Compline.

January 5: The Catholic Experience in America                January 12: African-American Religion

Join us in worship each Wednesday at 11AM. The Reverend Gail Wheatley is the celebrant for this Rite 1 ser-
vice which includes a homily to acquaint us with the life and legacy of the martyrs, saints, and faithful Chris-
tians commemorated in the Episcopal Church Calendar of Saints.  If you have an interest in knowing more 
about the lives of saints or in providing information about one of the saints listed, please join us in this wor-
ship service. 

                

 The adult forum meets Sunday from 9-10 AM in the Church library for coffee, fellowship, and study. We 
hope you will join us then.         

                       We continue our series from the Teaching Company                                                                                   
Harold McFarland, Regional Editor at  wrote the following about this course: “In  Professor Amy-Jill Levine of 
the Vanderbilt University Divinity School does an excellent job of bringing several individuals to life. Professor 
Levine deftly discusses details of the person from the perspectives of the Biblical stories, culture, literary criti-
cism, how the church has viewed the person through history, and how artists and worshippers have viewed 
them. Probably one of the most fascinating aspects of the course is how she brings their personalities to life 
based on how they spoke, acted, or reacted within the confines of their culture.”

January 4: Gospel review January Gospels                           January 11:  The Centurions 

January 18: Paul, the Hero of Acts                                         January 25: Paul, the Epistolary Evangelist                           

Monday Evening Discussion Group

Wednesday Holy Communion

The Adult Forum



PAGE 5

Stewardship is a serious matter. 
Nevertheless, in spite of that, there is room 
to stop for a moment to consider the 
lighter side. It is sometimes said that hu-

mor is the best medicine. The following is offered for your enjoyment: 

 1)  The minister is addressing the congregation. He says:   "I have some good news and some 
bad news about our stewardship campaign. The good news is that there is plenty  of money. The 
bad news is that the money is still in your wallets."

 2)  The minister is giving his sermon, as follows:  Minister: "Our church is new and small. We 
start slowly. First, we  must crawl." Congregation: "Crawl, Brother, crawl." Minister: "As we grow, 
we will walk." Congregation: "Walk, Brother, walk." Minister: "As we grow more, we will go be-
yond walking. We will run." Congregation: "Run, Brother, run." Minister: "All this will take money. 
Open your wallets. Take out your  checkbooks." Congregation:  "Crawl, Brother, crawl."

The Stewardship Committee hopes that all in the St. Andrew's community have had a 
good Christmas and a Happy New Year. We expect a fulfilling and successful year ahead of  us. 
With God's help and your continued efforts, it will  be.                                      

                                                                                                                       Thank you.   Ralph

In  December  we 
printed the text of St. An-
drew's new Environment Pol-
icy in the CALL. We hope you 
have noticed a few new bins 
with labels on them for Recy-
cling (plastic, aluminum and 
tin cans, paper and card-
board), Real Garbage, and Coffee Grounds. We will try these out as we await the completion of 
our new Worm Bin, when we will start separating food scraps as well. We also plan to have 
separate boxes for glass, since that has to be taken to a different recycling location. If you have 
an idea for a bin placement or different size/shape of bin, please let us know: we were not able 
to purchase as many bins as planned because there weren't enough at Swain's, so we are open 
to suggestions! Please do let us (Pat M, Paul H, Debbie Heaton, Francis S) know if you have a 
problem with some part of our new waste management experiments or have an idea for how 
we can do something better. Thanks! 

The interdenominational Simplicity-EarthCare group that meets at St. Andrew's on a 
monthly basis (January 21, 7pm) has drafted a mission statement for itself this fall, and we 
want to share it: This may not be finished yet, but it's close! Please come join us as we discuss 
a member-selected news article and choose a book to share reading at our January meeting. 

From New Mexico Interfaith Power and Light we will be selecting tips for our weekly bul-
letins and for the Call. "Whenever you save energy - or use it more efficiently - you reduce the 
demand for gasoline, oil, coal and natural gas. Less burning of these fossil fuels means lower 
emissions of carbon dioxide, the major contributor to global warming." The tips may be things 
you already are very familiar with, but we'll keep plugging away at their list of 60, hoping 
something will be new to you. Under Home Appliances/Gadgets, #1: Unplug/ dispose of old 

SIMPLICITY 

and EARTHCARE                                                        

Stewardship Humor



As we begin the season of 
Epiphany this week consider 
taking some time and thinking about the topic of New Year's Resolutions.  The start of a 
new year has prompted many to make resolutions or to institute changes in their lives. 
This reminds us that in the Bible, newness is a major theme.  With the start of the new 
year, many people took it as a time to make a fresh start in one or more areas of their 
lives -- promising themselves to lose weight, give up smoking, become more organized, 
exercise regularly, spend more time in prayer or be a better steward of our time, talent 
and treasure.  In these resolutions, life changes and symbolic gestures, the common 
theme is a desire for newness of life. Whether the chosen activity actually accomplishes 
that or not is open to question, but the goal of a fresh start is understandable. Here are 
some questions to ponder in connection with regard to our personal as well as spiritual 
resolutions for newness:

1.     Seeking to make changes in our lives suggests that we are   less than satisfied with 
certain aspects of how we are living.   Does it suggest any other dissatisfaction?

2.      Why do so many New Year's resolutions fail to be kept?

3.      What does the Bible mean by "newness of life"?

4.      How are resolutions and repentance different?

5.    What becomes new when we decide to follow Jesus?

Here are a few Bible selections for your pondering and praying pleasure:

Matthew 3:1-12,  Psalm 40:1-5,  Ezekiel 11:14-21,  Romans 6:1-11,  2 Corinthians 5:14-21

Thanks to Rob Courtney, seminarian at the University of the South, for the ideas.

Annual Meeting and Elections -

January 25

Okay, now don't let your eyes roll into the back of your head 
just because it's the annual meeting!  It is the one day each year 
which we are canonically required as a parish to conduct the 
business of the parish, receive reports from your leadership, 
review the budget which the vestry approved, and conduct elec-
tions for vestry and delegates to diocesan convention. Lunch 
will be provided? Or, a potluck? so don't miss it!  We get to 
receive and review all those really interesting reports and also 
be looking at ways and options for stewardship and ministry 
which will enable us to continue to grow and be vital in this 
community as a long-term commitment to stability and disci-
pleship. Our commission by Jesus himself to preach the gospel 
by word and example is a call to each and every one of us.
Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord??  I have heard you calling….

The Beginning of a New Year

Fellowship Event

The Fellowship Committee is planning 
a Newcomer Cheese and Wine party 
on January 23 at 5:00 pm in the parish 
hall.  Actually, everyone is welcome to 
come because we need the old-timers 
to be the welcomers and  the newcom-
ers to be the welcomees.  You decide 
which camp you belong to.  At the end 
of the evening we will all be one to-
gether as members of St. Andrew’s.  
All you need do is sign up on the sheet 
that will appear in the narthex later 
this month so that the committee will 
know how many to plan for.  Hope to 
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St. Agnes Guild 
will be meeting at 11:00 on 
Thursday, January 15, 
2009.  Bring your lunch 
and enjoy dessert provided 
by our hostesses Rosemary 
Wood and Betty Marshall.  
Our program will be Sandy 
Long who will present an 
interesting program about 
mental health. 

                          Mary Fran

There are 3 good arguments that Jesus was Black: 

1. He called everyone brother 
2. He liked Gospel 
3. He didn't get a fair trial 

But then there are 3 equally good arguments that Jesus was Jewish/Greek: 

1. He went into His Father's business 
2. He lived at home until he was 33 
3. He was sure his Mother was a virgin and his Mother was sure He was God 

But then there were 3 equally good arguments that Jesus was Italian: 

1. He talked with His hands 
2. He had wine with His meals 
3. He used olive oil 

But then there were 3 equally good arguments that Jesus was a Californian: 

1. He never cut His hair 
2. He walked around barefoot all the time 
3. He started a new religion 

But then there are 3 equally good arguments that Jesus was an American Indian: 

1. He was at peace with nature 
2. He ate a lot of fish 
3. He talked about the Great Spirit 

But then there are 3 equally good arguments that Jesus was Irish: 

1. He never got married. 
2. He was always telling stories. 
3. He loved green pastures. 

But the most compelling evidence of all - 3 proofs that Jesus was a woman: 

1. He fed a crowd at a moment's notice when there was virtually no food. 
2. He kept trying to get a message across to a bunch of men who just didn't get it. 
3. And even when He was dead, He had to get up because there was still work to do. 

Epiphany is traditionally a time of house blessings.  There is a 
lovely service, which is short and can be tailored to the needs and 
desires of a home and its owner or occupant.  In it we ask God's 
blessing and favor be present in the lives we live in it and that 
God will bring peace to the home and all who dwell in it.  It is a 
meaningful way to begin each new year and welcomes the pres-
ence of Jesus Christ into our homes as well as our churches.
Please contact Rev. Gail if you would like to plan this house (or 
office) blessing during the season of Epiphany, or any time.

Epiphany House Blessings
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Blessing for Epiphany

May Almighty God, who led the Wise Men by the 
shining of a star to find the Christ, the Light 
from Light, lead you also, in your pilgrimage, to 
find the Lord. Amen.

May God, who sent the Holy Spirit to rest upon 
the Only-begotten at his baptism in the Jordan 
River, pour out that Spirit on you who have come 
to the waters of new birth. Amen.

May God, by the power that turned water into 
wine at the wedding feast at Cana, transform 
your lives and make glad your hearts. Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and re-
main with you for ever. Amen.


