The Call

March, 2010

To Know Christ and make Him Known

There is the street/path in Jerusalem which .
is held to be where Jesus walked, carrying Via DOIOrosa
his cross, on the way to Golgotha and his
crucifixion. It is called the Via Dolorosa
(Latin for Way of Grief or Way of Suffering). Some of you may have had the
privilege of walking it; it is a lifetime dream for me. The route has varied over the
centuries but it seems to be settled for the moment. Along it are nine Stations of
the Cross, with the final five being in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre which is
venerated by many Christians as the site of Christ's crucifixion and burial. The Via
Dolorosa is a pilgrim's Way of the Cross.

Many Protestants have very little, if any, experience with the Way of the
Cross or the Stations of the Cross along the way. That included me, not so many
years ago. It seemed too pope -ish, too big 'c' Catholic for my sensibilities. | have come to love them in the
variety of interpretations which harken back to the early church and their very contemporary
versions. Google "Stations of the Cross" and be astonished at what you find.

St. Andrew's is no stranger to the use of the Stations as a devotion and discipline during Lent. As
many of you know, and have been hearing about for many months, St. Andrew's is now the bearer of
fourteen Stations of the Cross in our nave. It is impossible to describe their beauty, their presence, their
ability to be a window into that road that Jesus walked to Calvary, taking us along with him. Fourteen artists
volunteered, perhaps blindly in some ways, to create a Station and the fruits of those gifts will be with us for
lifetimes. Our thanks for the labors of your hearts, hands, and spirits are inadequate. The whole is more

than any of the parts could have imagined.

Jesus was not technically "alone" physically when he trod that road, bearing the weight of the world
and its (our) sins through the cross. The women, his mother,  Simon of Cyrene, and onlookers/bystanders
were present, some weeping, some heckling. But spiritually he was alone. It was a path he might not have
freely chosen, but one he accepted, and  one which could be walked only by him. The enormity of that gift to
all humanity is beyond our ability to comprehend.

Jesus may have been alone then; Dorothea Morgan's vision of the First Station shows that clearly. But
he needn't, and mustn't, be alone now. Lent is the time we look in the mirror and see that we are still a part
of sending him to the cross. = Come; walk the Stations; the booklets are by the font. Let their power surround
you. Come alone. Or come on Fridays at noon to walk with a group. The Via Dolorosa is a walk beyond
death on a cross to salvation.  God bless your Lenten journey.

Gail+

St . Andrewds & St. Swithinos

The Sound of Silence

True silence i the absence of words, the absence of unnatural sound A is nearly
impossible to find these days. Yet ancient spiritual wisdom says that silence is

a prerequisite for spiritual growth. In silence, our outer senses can rest and our
inner, spiritual senses i the ears and eyes of our soul, so sensitive and discerning
can shyly come forward. We begin to see and hear what is usually invisible and
inaudible to us.

from Silence by Paula Huston found on explorefaith.org
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Youth Group (Grades 5th -12th) will be March 7th and 21st, after coffee
hour (12 -ish) till 1:30.  Food will be provided. (Downstairs in the Blue
Room, directly across from the Ladies bathroom.) Looking forward to
seeing you

Young Adult Discussion Group: We will be meeting on the 2nd
Tuesday of each month to discuss something in the news or a hot
button event. (March's meeting is actually moved to, but, we will
resume in April on Tuesday the 13th). For the month of March we will
be discussing "Morality in Pop culture.” We meet at Bella Rosa at 6 PM.
For questions or directions please email Andrea at
awaldenmorder@gmail.com.

A time to deepen your Lenten experience will be on Saturday,
March 20, when we will have a quiet day from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. We will begin with the Stations of the Cross and then
enter into silence as soon as we finish. A hot lunch of soup
and bread will be provided at noon and tea and coffee are
available all day. There will be an hour of contemplative
prayer from 2:30 to 3:30 and  we will end with a shared
Eucharist following our meditation. Please plan to stay for
any length of time you can. Come when you can, leave when
you must. Walking outside is also a part of our silent day, if
that is something you want. You are welcome to bring your
own books to read, writing materials, art supplies or what-
ever you want to use in your time of silence. If you have
questions, please call Elizabeth Kelly, 452  -5882.

In keeping with this Lenten season we should consider the following thoughts
by The Right Reverend Ihloff, Episcopal Bishop of Maryland:

"For forty days, Jesus took stock of his life -- who he was and what he
wanted to accomplish. We call this forty -day period Lent. Christians are called
in Lent to a special period of taking stock, of setting priorities, of rethinking
what it means to be a steward of God's gift. May this holy season be a time for
you to contemplate anew the many blessing of God and to respond to God by
a generous giving of your very selves. Generous giving always brings rewards,
as our Lord found out. And while generous giving does not protect us from
the vagaries of life, it does assure us of a deeper life. As surely as Lent ends
with Easter, so a life of giving ends with a greater sense of satisfaction and
greater joy."

Be a -- Page 43, One Minute Stewardship Sermons by The Rev. Charles Cloughen, Jr.

Steward Thank you,
Of God ' S GlftS Ralph Angulo Stewardship Chair

Six-year old Angie , and her four  -year old brother, Joel , were sitting together in church. Joel giggled, sang
and talked out loud. Finally, his big sister had had enough.. "You're not supposed to talk out loud in

church." "Why? Who's going to stop me?" Joel asked. Angie pointed to the back of the church and said,
"See those two men standing by the door? They're hushers."
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Spirit of Fire: Faith, Art and Fiction

Thursday evenings during Lent this year will be given over to a
simple soup supper and engaging conversation, may be even controversy
about the arts...visual, music, dance, poetry, drama.. We will be exploring
these artistic/spiritual disciplines from the spring board of the book Spirit
of Fire , from the editors of Sojourners. Everyone is invited to come and
explore the host of thoughts and ideas filling the pages of this wonderful
book.
Did you know that Andy Warhol, the flamboyant Pope of Pop, created the largest series of religious
art by any American artist? Hear from St. Augustine on the dance.
Agree or not with Madeleine L'Engle that, "Art is art; painting is painting; music is music; a story is a
story. Ifit's bad art it's bad religion, no matter how pious the subject." We can all agree as Julie Polter says
that "Artists and believers have something to talk about".
And talk they did Thursday the 18th when an exquisite 14 Stations of the Cross were displayed for
the group and each artist revealed the inspiration, emotion and thought behind their creation. It made for
a very deep, rich, emotional experience for everyone in the room.

The schedule for the remaining 5 sessions:

March 4 Dance led by Gretchen Van Blair and Andrea Walden -Morden

March 11 Music led by Jim Couture

March 18 Poetry and Liturature led by Deborah Morgan -Ellis

March 25 Drama and Movies led by Marty and Dana Anderson and Phil Morgan -Ellis

Each session begins at 6 pm with a soup supper, the program begins at 6:45 and the evening
concludes at 7:30. The books Spirit of Fire will be available each evening for $11.00 or may be purchased
from the office.  There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex for contributions of soup and bread.

"Where does it say God will speak only through words?"
Betty Marshall

2010 World Day of Prayer

First United Methodist Church 110 E. 7th St.
Friday, March 5, at noon

World Day of Prayer is a worldwide ecumenical movement of Christian women
who come together to observe a common day of prayer. Women unite in
prayer, asking God to relieve their suffering, to bring healing, to mend
brokenness, to bring peace, justice and well being. They share their resources
with women and children focusing on a different nation each year.

Join us as we journey to Cameroon and enter a world vibrant with song and
praise. From Cameroon's southern coastal plains to its thick tropical forests to its mountainous Adamawa
massifs, we will pick up our instruments and make music. Together we will dance in the procession while
singing praises to God. Together we will fulfill the call of Psalm 150: Let Everything That Has Breath
Praise God
(Takenfrom WDP L e a d e r)6For mGre infdr@ation contact Valerie Tutton,
477-3280 or vtutton@ gmail.com.

We are not human beings going through a temporary spiritual experience.
We are spiritual beings going through a temporary human experience.




Christian Education

Adult Forum Schedule

Each Sunday people meet in the church library to have study, fellowship and often some food. Join us
from 9 -9:59 weekly. These are the topics for March. The lecture series DVDs by Luke Timothy Johnson
are from The Teac lesusand B@oGogpalsiy 6 s

March 7: Gospel Review led by Sally Winternitz
March 14: Gospel of Mark 3 Apocalyptic and Irony
March 21: Gospel of Mark 3 Good News in Mystery
March 28: Gospel of Mark 3 Teacher and Disciples

WedneSday EUChariSt Join us each Wednesday at 11 AM for a Eucharist that

includes a Lenten devotion as the homily.

After the Eucharist we meet for a Bible study of The Gospel of Luke, in the church library. We are also

using the book Luke For Everyone by N. T. Wright. Each Wednesday we read/discuss two chapters of

Luke and the corresponding section of Wrightds book.
Everyone is welcome.
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|{‘| Join us Monday evenings in the g g MI
W church ibrary at6:30 for visiting, 7~ -8 | Monday Discussion Schedule W
( for discussion and 8:15 in the Nave of M
|{‘| the church for Compline. Thomas Ml
I{JI Merton was a modern American Trappist monk who was described as part Augustine, part Ml
Emerson, part Gandhi. Come Monday evenings in March and learn more about the man who wrote Ml
I{JI the following prayer: IEI
( My Lord God, i
( | have no idea where | am going. N
( | do not see the road ahead of me. N
ml I cannot know for certain where it will end. MI
|{‘| Nor do | really understand myself, MI
|{‘| and the fact that | think | am following MI
ml your will does not mean that | am actually doing so. MI
|{‘| But | believe that the desire to please you MI
( does in fact please you. )
ml And | hope | have that desire in all that | am doing. MI
( I hope that | will never do anything apart from that desire. M
( And | know that if | do this you will lead me by the N
( right road, though | may know nothing about it. M
( Therefore will | trust you always though | may M
I seem to be lost and in the shadow of death. D
I{JI | will not fear, for you are ever with me, and MI
k{ you will never leave me to face my troubles alone. DI
I{JI Thomas Merton Ml
i M
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