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Alleluia, it's still Easter!  Well, it's Easter every Sunday in the church, but we forget that part 
sometimes.  Sundays are always Feasts of Resurrection, even during Lent.  It's a Season of Fifty Days of 
Easter which will take us through the Day of Pentecost on May 23.  There is information on Pentecost and 
other upcoming liturgical events in this issue, so dig in.  
 
Today is Day 25 of this Easter Season and I find myself in something of a predicament.  I don't use this 
cover article in The Call as a soapbox or a pseudo -sermon.  At least I haven't.  But over the past couple 
weeks I have felt bombarded with the rhetoric of hate and intolerance that insists on a response.  Some 
response was in the April 25 sermon, and more may be in the May 2 sermon, so I'll repeat myself.  As 
Christians we dare not be silent when confronted with adversarial and provocative language and actions of 
hate and intolerance.  

 
I am appalled at the immigration bill in Arizona which should strike terror in all our hearts.  Take a look at 
what the Episcopal Bishop of Arizona has to say:  http://azdiocese.org/dfc/newsdetail_2/831 . There is a 
"joke" going around Facebook, the social networking site, which in the name of humor prays for the death of 
the President.  It's not funny.  And it's not benign.  I can't imagine why anyone would want their children or 
their mothers or their Lord to know that they wanted someone, anyone, dead and that they were "only 
joking."  Don't try that kind of humor out on airport security.  

 
Hate is serious business.  And Jesus has plenty to say about it.   I give you a new commandment, that you 
love one another.  Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."  Sunday's gospel: John 13.34 -35  

 
No matter how much we disagree with another's politics, religious viewpoints or theology, we are to 
love.  Bottom line.  It's not easy; Jesus is the only one who has succeeded and he experienced more hate than 
we ever will for loving the stranger, washing feet, and forgiving sinners, including his executioners.  We may 
fail everyday and have to pick ourselves up everyday, ask for forgiveness, and try again.  Thomas Merton 
probably has it right when he prays  that the desire to please God does in fact please God.  

 
The "Civility Covenant" is a document which encourages us all to pray for one another, most particularly 
when we disagree.  You can find it at:   www.civilitycovenant.org .  Bishop Rickel signed on to it several weeks 
ago and I have recently done the same.  Its premise is that it is difficult to hate someone you are praying 
for.  Interestingly, some signers have asked to be removed from the list of signatories because it includes 
signers with whom they don't wish to be associated due to differing political, social, and religious 
views.  That seems to defeat the point of staying in relationship through prayer with those who believe 
differently....  

 
We have a Risen Lord!  It doesn't get any better than that.  Pray.  Love.  Follow with voice, heart, hands and 
feet.  Love.  Pray.  Alleluia!                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                         Gail+  
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Loving the Stranger  
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Data on Saving  $$$$$  
 
Since we are entering the summer season,  "Average annual amount of money saved  as a result of planting 
one shade tree on the sunniest side of your house, taking into account the initial cost of the tree and 
maintenance costs:  $23.00.   Average annual amount of CO2 absorbed   as a result of planting one shade 
tree on the sunniest side of your house:   50 lbs . Total amount of money saved  over 40 years as a result of 
planting one shade tree on the sunniest side of your house, taking into account the initial cost of the tree 
and maintenance costs;  $920  "  (Source:  by Jeffrey Langholz and Kelly Turner)  

Contemplative Prayer  

Planned Giving Recognition Sunday     

  
Mark Sunday July 18, 2010 on your calendars. On that day, at the coffee 
hour right after the 10AM service, the Planned Giving Board will present a 
celebration recognizing the founding members of the St. Andrewõs/St. 
Swithinõs Legacy Society. Carl Knirk, Canon for Planned Giving/ 
Stewardship/ Evangelism for the Diocese of Olympia, will attend. Further 
details as they develop will be provided in forthcoming issues of The Call, 
e-news and announcements.  

 Any member of the Parish who makes provision for our church in his/her will or other estate plan 
may be a member of the Legacy Society. Those who do so on or before June 30, 2010 will be Founding 
Members. Those who provide for our church after that date will be Sustaining Members.  
 There is no minimum amount necessary to qualify as a member of the Legacy Society. Participation 
at any level is acceptable. All that is necessary is that you inform us that you intend to provide for the 
church in some fashion in your will or other estate plan. No verification is necessary. We will take your 
word for it.  
 Members of the Legacy Society may choose whether they are willing to be identified or wish to 
remain anonymous.  
 We are also planning a presentation by Attorney, Steve Moriarty on legal planning. We will keep all 
informed on the details, including the date, as our plans proceed.  
 Feel free to ask any questions or comments.  
 
Thank you,  Ralph Angulo  
Planned Giving Board Chair  

 Greening St. Andrewõs  

Service of Healing Thursday, May 20, 7:00 p.m.  
  
St. Andrew's will offer a service of healing on Thursday evening, May 20 at 7:00 
p.m.  This will be ecumenical and open to the "public" and anyone who wishes to 
attend; it will not include communion.   It is a service of prayer, simple music, and 
laying on of hands.  It will still be the season of Easter when God has shown us 
through  the power of divine love that from sorrow can come joy, from darkness 
can come light, from death can come life and that  healing comes in a variety of 
ways  that may not necessarily be "cure."  This service will acknowledge our 
dependence on the Lord and our need for prayer for ourselves, our community, and 
the world.  We are all in need of Christ's healing mercy and grace; body, mind and 
spirit.  Come, be with us.  Come and be.  

Alleluia  Alleluia  



 

 

 
There are many versions of the Bible. I would like to share with you some of 
the scripture on stewardship, as written (and spelled) in the original 1611 
version of the King James Bible:  
 
Hebrews 13:16 - But to doe good, and to communicate forget not, for with 
such sacrifices, God is well pleased.  
 
Psalm 50:14 - Offer vnto God thankesgiuing and pay thy vowes vnto the most 
high.  
 
Mark 10:25 - It is easier for a camel to go thorow the eye of a needle, than for 
a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.  
 
Acts 20:35 -  I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring, yee ought to 

support the weake, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to giue, 
then to recieue.  
 
                                                                                                  Thank you,  Ralph Angulo Stewa rdship Chair  

  
 
 
 
 In my quest to learn about how a verger contributes to the life of the 
church, I came across an article on the Alban Institute web page by W. J. 
Wildman and Stephen C. Garner. The premise of their article is that the success 
of the local church is directly related to the relationships among the lay 
members and the way we help one another to live out our faith. They discuss 
tending to the needs of one another, supporting the priest, and encouraging 
the lay leaders and the various ministries of the church.                                                                                                                                   
 As I see it, there are four main areas of practice to which all lay people 
are called: corporate worship, individual prayer, Christian formation, and 
community interaction, both within the church (inreach) and in the community where we live (outreach). As 
we speak our faith, as we live our faith in these four areas of practice, we strengthen not only ourselves, but 
also our fellow parishioners. Being thus strengthened as a community of believers, we are then made ready 
to look beyond ourselves and the many needs in our own lives to those of the people in our neighborhoods 
and in the places we frequent throughout the week.                                                                                                                                         
 This idea is the embodiment of the mission of St. Andrewõs: To know Christñthrough worship, 
prayer, formation, and involvement in one anotherõs livesñand to make him known ñthrough living our 
faith daily, volunteering at a shelter, or a school, or donating to MANNA, for example.                                                                                                                                                       
 So, you may be wondering, what does this have to do with the role of the verger? Generally 
speaking, a verger is a lay liturgical leader and contributes most directly in the area of worship. By ensuring 
that things are in place for lay participants to carry out their responsibilities, corporate worship can then 
focus on, well, worship!  That addresses the first of the four areas of practice. As for the other three, 
prayer, formation and community interaction, I would like to point out that a verger is a lay liturgical leader 
and, along with all lay members, is encouraged to participate in all the areas of spiritual practice. I believe 
that all lay people are responsible for the health of the church, strengthening ourselves and building one 
another up in faith by participation in worship, prayer, formation and community. Then, by doing so, we 
can ògo in peace to love and serve the Lord.ó  
                                                                                                                       Valerie T utton  
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The Emerging Verger  
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