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To Know Christ and make Him Known 

The Water of Life 

It would be pretty hard to live anywhere near here and not know that two dams are coming down from the Elwha River.  The 

webcams that have been set up are fascinating and you can spend some time watching the time-lapse photos with several 

taken every day back to mid-September when the dismantling began.  Now there is very little left of the lower dam.  (ÅÒÅȭÓ 

the website ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅÎȭÔ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÉÔ ÙÅÔȟ ÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÆÉÎÄ Á ÌÉÎË ÔÏ ÉÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 0ÅÎÉÎÓÕÌÁ $ÁÉÌÙ .Å×Ó ÈÏÍÅ ÐÁÇÅȢ 

 

 Ever since I learned about the dam removal project, it has captured my theological 

and metaphorical mind.  And now here we are, at the beginning of a new year, at the 

end of the Christmas season of Incarnation which makes all things new, and the 

beginning of the season of Epiphany with all its images of water and light.  In 

Epiphany we have readings which help us begin to understand who this Christ is, 

beginning with his baptism in the Elwha, oops, I mean Jordan, River. 

 

Water is an eternal and varied symbol for creation and the Creator.  The prayer of thanksgiving over water in baptism reminds 

us of the Holy Spirit moving over it in the beginning of creation, the people of Israel being led through it into the land of 

ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÎ ÉÔ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÒÅÂÏÒÎ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÁÒÅ ÉÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ ÒÅÓÕÒÒÅÃÔÉÏÎȢ 

 

Water is a mighty force; drop by drop it carved the canyon through which the Elwha has flowed for tens of thousands of years.  

It is now being freed from its bondage and little by little allowed to reclaim its natural channel as it carries away all that wants 

ÔÏ ÉÍÐÅÄÅ ÉÔÓ ÆÌÏ× ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÁȢ  !Ô ÔÈÅ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÎÅ× ÙÅÁÒ ÁÎÄ ÁÓ ×Å ÅÎÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÁÓÏÎ ÏÆ %ÐÉÐÈÁÎÙ ÏÎ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ άȟ ÉÔȭÓ Á 

good time to reflect upon not only the essential presence of water in our lives (spiritual, physical and emotional) but also upon 

the power of God to move us, to shape us, to wash away the barriers which impede the flow of the Holy Spirit in our lives. 

 

.Ï× ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ÈÅÁÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÓË ×ÈÅÒÅ 'ÏÄ ÉÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÌÉÖÅÓȢ  4ÈÅ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ ÃÁÎ ÂÅȟ Ȱ)Æ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÆÅÅÌ 'ÏÄ ÎÅÁÒ ÙÏÕȟ ×ÈÏ 

ÍÏÖÅÄȩȱ  4ÈÅ ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÃÁÒÎÁÔÅ 'ÏÄ ÉÎ *ÅÓÕÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÓÉÎÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇȟ ÒÅÎÅ×Ó ÉÔÓÅÌÆ ÅÁÃÈ 

moment, day, and year, and has not moved.  The barriers which restrict the flow, the dams which are erected which hold 

'ÏÄȭÓ ÒÉÖÅÒ ÂÁÃËȟ ÁÒÅ ÏÕÒÓȢ  !Ó ÔÈÅÓÅ %Ì×ÈÁ ÄÁÍÓ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÃÈÉÐÐÅÄ Á×ÁÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÖÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÉÔÓ ÈÁÂÉÔÁÔ ÒÅÓÔÏÒÅÄȟ ÔÈÉÎË ÏÆ 

×ÈÁÔ ÇÁÔÅÓ ÙÏÕ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÏÐÅÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȟ ×ÈÁÔ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÏÒ ÅÍÏÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÒÏÃË ÉÎ ÙÏÕ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÃÈÉÐ Á×ÁÙ ÁÔȟ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÌÙ 

waters of God can pour unrestricted through you and show even more the beauty and power and love that is you.  May God 

deeply bless us all in this new year. 

 

Gail+ 

http://www.video-monitoring.com/construction/olympic/js.htm
http://www.video-monitoring.com/construction/olympic/js.htm
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Future Events 

Season of Epiphany Services 

Sunday, January 1 - Feast of the Holy Name -  

single service 10:00 a.m. 

Friday, January 6 - The Day of Epiphany - 7:00 p.m. 

Service of Light and Holy Eucharist. 

Sunday, January 8 - Epiphany 1: 

Baptism of our Lord, Anglican Communion Sunday 

Sunday, January 29 - Epiphany 4 

Single Service, Potluck and Annual Meeting. 

Sunday, February  5 - Epiphany 5 & Taizé 7:30 pm. 

Sunday, February  19 - Last Epiphany. Make Alleluias. 

 

Something to Smile About 

Ȱ!ÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÆÉÎÉÓÈÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÁÔ ÂÏ× ÙÅÔȩȱ 

 

Vestry Prayer 
 
Holy Creator, in the chaos of our lives and the world, help us to be quiet, listen and hear, trusting that your 
hand is with us. Lord, send your Holy Spirit to light our pathway; unite us with faithfulness and love to do the 
work we've been given. Guide our prayers and actions that we may lead St. Andrew's and St. Swithin's to 
grow in knowledge and love of you. Help us create Christ-centered community, open and welcoming to all. 
In Jesus' name we pray, Amen. 

Written by the 2009 Vestry 
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                   Coffee Hour Hosts 

           Coffee Sign-up                                                        Food Sign-up 

 

 

 

We meet in the library at 9 AM between worship services for coffee, tea, fellowship and study (a lot to put into less 
than an hour between services). Come see how this happens! 

The Gospel of Mark is the primary Gospel for this church year. In January we will start a lecture series on the Gospel of Mark from 
the Teaching Company course by Luke Timothy Johnson called Jesus and the Gospels. 

January 1: Coffee, tea and fellowship 

January 8: Gospel Review with Sally Winternitz 

January 15: Gospel of Mark-Apocalyptic and Irony 

January 22: Gospel of Mark Good News in Mystery 

January 29: Coffee, Tea and fellowship; annual meeting after the 10 AM worship 

Adult Forum  -  January 2012 

 

 

 

Monday evenings in the church library we gather at 6:30 for visiting, coffee or tea and for discussion at 7-8 ish. Compline follows 

at 8:15. After two months of reading and discussing articles from HuffPost and other sources, we will sit back and relax while 

watching a Teaching Company lecture series on DVD called The Cathedral with Professor William R. Cook. This series of 24 

ÌÅÓÓÏÎÓȟ ΩΦ ÍÉÎÕÔÅÓ ÅÁÃÈȟ ÈÁÓ ÌÅÃÔÕÒÅÓȟ ÖÉÄÅÏÓȟ ÐÈÏÔÏÇÒÁÐÈÓȟ ÄÒÁ×ÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÎÉÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÕÓ ÓÅÅ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭs 

cathedrals. See you Mondays at 6:30. 

Monday Discussion  -  January 2012 

DATE NAME 

01/01/12  

01/08/12 Pat Milliren 

01/15/12  

01/22/12  

01/29/12  

DATE NAME 

01/01/12  

01/08/12  

01/15/12 Jo Morley 

01/22/12  

01/29/12  



 

 

 

What beautiful services we had in Advent and Christmas ï to the Glory of God! 

 

!ÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÈÁÎÄÓ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÙ ÂÅ ÔÈÁÎËÅÄ ÈÅÒÅ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÌÙ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ 

×ÅȭÄ ÍÉÓÓ ÍÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÍȟ ÂÕÔ ×Å ÃÁÎ ÔÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÉÎ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ 

part in making it a joyous celebration of the coming of God in Jesus 

as a child.  Our musicians and special guests, the Altar Guild, the 

church greeners and decorators and cleaners, the advertisers and 

sign-changers, bulletin preparers, those who donated for greens and 

flowers, Wine into Water card givers, candle makers and luminary 

providers, food bringers and kitchen cleaners, readers and servers, 

preachers and teachers and all who came to worship.  You are the 

best!  Take a deep breath for a few weeks ɀ Easter is coming! 

               8 am           10 am 

Dec. 4Dec. 4Dec. 4    20  90  

Dec. 11Dec. 11Dec. 11    28  82  

Dec. 18Dec. 18Dec. 18    17  85  

               6 pm             9 pm 

Dec. 24Dec. 24Dec. 24      57  142  

               10 am 

Dec. 25Dec. 25Dec. 25        43  
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Please join us in worship each Wednesday at 11 AM. Pastor Gail is the celebrant for this service. We continue our 
celebration of the lives of faithful Christians commemorated in Holy Women, Holy Men. 

Please join us for this mid week Eucharist as we commemorate:  

January   4 ɀ William Passavant, Prophetic Witness, 1894 

January 11 ɀ William Laud, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1645 

January 18 ɀ The Confession of Saint Peter the Apostle 

January 25 ɀ The Conversion of Saint Paul The Apostle 

Wednesday Eucharist  -  January 2012 


