
Dear Friends in Christ:   
 
When was the last encounter you had with God?  When will be your next?  What would happen if you 
asked God for a personal encounter?  Do you think God will give you one?  These thoughts came to mind 
as I reflected upon the recent results of a survey I received.  Entitled òEncounters with God,ó the survey 
asked two questions:   

 
1) When was the last time God unmistakably showed up in your life, when you   knew God was  
         present and at work in that very moment?   Choose one:                   
*    Today  
*    In the past week  
*    In the past month  
*    In the past year  
*    A long time ago  
*    Never  
 
2)  What kind of encounter would you most like to have with God?  Choose one:  
*    A vision of Jesus (like Paul had on the road to Damascus or John did on  Patmos)  
*    A supernatural dream (like Daniel and Joseph experienced)  
*    A subtle, unmistakable touch by Godõs Spirit (as the Ethiopian eunuch had as  he read Isaiah) 
*    God speaking aloud (like God did to Adam and Abraham)  
*    A supernatural, visible miracle (as when Jesus walked on water or calmed the storm)  
*    Other (please specify)  
 

How might you respond?  Compare yourself to people who replied; Question #1:  
Today (27.6%), In the past week (42.3%), In the past month (12.2%), In the past year (12.8%), A long time ago 
(5.1%), Never (0.0%).  Question #2  A vision like Jesus (18.6%), A supernatural dream (5.8%), A subtle, un-
mistakable touch (39.1%), God speaking aloud (16.7%), A supernatural, visible miracle (9.0%), Other (10.9%).  
 
Do you believe that encounters with God still happen?  I am convinced that God wants to òbe encoun-
tered.ó  As we move from Easter into Pentecost ask God for a personal encounter and see what happens.  
Who better than Jesus to show us the way:  òéhe breathed on them and said to them, ôReceive the Holy 
Spiritõó (John 20:22).  Why not set aside 15 minutes each day to sit openly and discover what you see, 
touch, hear, smell, and feel.  It just might be something holy.  May you encounter God like you never have 
before!  
 
Faithfully, Maggie+  

The Call  
St. Andrewõs & St. Swithinõs Episcopal Churches 

May, 2008  

To Know Christ and make Him Known  

There will be a single service and no pot luck on May 11 at 10 am.  This is 
Birthday Sunday, Pentecost and Motherõs Day all rolled into one day.  Wearing 
red is called for on Pentecost and hats honor mothers; you choose.   We will 
have twelve birthday cakes at coffee hour, one for each month to celebrate 
the occasion.  
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A Lutheran Pastor I know always puts the announcements at the very end of the service , 
following the Dismissal, because in his words, òThatõs where we put it all into action, 
thatõs where the rubber meets the roadó  That phrase has been playing in my mind re-
cently in a very literal sense.  Rubber has been meeting the road  as many parishioners 
traveled to Seattle  to attend Diocese sponsored events.      
 
First came the Warden and Vestry Workshop  at St. Colomban in Kent which Ken Bock-
man and I attended. It was a day stamped all over by the presence of Bishop Rickel.  The 
Bishop gave incredible status to the day from the gathering prayer to the final prayer.  In 
between  he shared his vision of  Bible study and prayer before all vestry meetings, dis-
cussed the polity of the Episcopal Church, or the way things work, introduced the break-
out sessions and in general secured his position as leader.  He had much to share about 
communication, growth, mutual ministry, the relationship of the Diocese to the vestry, 
the call process, stewardship and education.  When those six hours were over I had a 
clear idea of what our Bishop expects from us and what we can expect from and of him.  
 
Pat Milliren attended a day dedicated to HOPE, sponsored by the Diocese of Olympia and 
headlined by Presiding Bishop  Katherine Jefferts Schori.  The actual name of the day 
was Healing Our Planet Earth , hence the acronym HOPE.   Bishop Schoriõs professional 
background before entering the priesthood was in oceanography, It was the plight of the 
oceans and the world wide  strain on water resources  that provided the subject for her 
keynote address.  Pat shared the experience of the day with members of the Monday 
night discussion group.  That same evening we heard from Debbie Heaton who had at-
tended a non church sponsored Earth Day event in Seattle on the same day.  Between the 
two we received a comprehensive list of things we can do at the grass roots level toward 
becoming better stewards of creation.  
 
On April 19 six of us, Gary and Debbie Heaton, Pat Churchley, Sally Mowbray, Nancy 
Prince -Fox  and I attended Ministry Resource Day  at Highline Community College in Des 
Moines.  Fifty four workshops on almost as many subjects were held throughout the 
day.  We each attended the four which held the greatest interest for us. There were not 
many duplications among us, so we were able to bring a wide variety of information and 
useful ideas back to the church .   Bishop Rickel gave a compelling address during the 
lunch break.  His title òAn Empty Chair and a Napkinó spoke to hospitality and caring, 
and the priority we should give to these values in the life and mission of our parishes.  
 
More than one person has told me how good it is to strengthen our ties with the Dio-
cese, not just to seek information and guidance, but to develop a greater sense of be-
longing to the larger Episcopal community. It is my sincere belief that community is 
both journey and destination and that when the rubber meets the road we advance our 
mission: To know Christ and to make Him known.  
         Peace,   
                                                                                               Betty Marshall,  Senior Warden  

                Journey and Destination   



           8:00 am                  10:00 am  

March 30                [no service]                  62  

April 6                      14                              47  

April 13           14                  62                                  

April 20           18             55                    

April 27           15                              56  

 These numbers were compiled using the dates of the 16th of March to the 15th of 
April.  Pledges have been catching up and it was a light month for expenses.  
 
     4      Average # of children in Sunday School each Sunday  
     2      Projects relating to Special Building and Ground work projects.  

              8       Fellowship events were held, including coffee hours.  

    10     Average# of adults attending the Forum each Sunday  

            19     Average # of adults attending the Monday night discussion  

            17       Average # of adults attending the service of Compline on Monday night.  

            42       People received Holy Eucharist at Crestwood and St. Andrewõs Place 

            68      # of Food items taken to Port Angeles food bank.  

     $185.00     Amount sent to MANNA.  

     $295.00     Amount donated to the building fund.  

$12,029.95     Pledge payments and loose offering  

  $6,611.19    Expenses paid  

  $1,302.00     Easter offering  

                  

 Food items for the Food Bank are still needed, especially: Baby food, pasta, tuna 
and peanut butter.  The Food Bank is now feeding 6,000 people each month.   
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St. Andrewõs by the Numbers for May 

 It is quite remarkable to be facing a ma-
jor capital need such as our new roof, with a 
very substantial sum already in hand.  Through 
the years, our church familyõs contributions to 
the Building Fund have grown to $40,000.  With 
additional sources, we are already at 60% of the 
total cost of $76,242, including tax, to meet the 
contract for a 40 -year roof.  
 We are being asked to provide the more 
modest sum of $30,000 to meet this all impor-
tant need and continue our good stewardship 
of St. Andrewõs property.  Bring your birthday 
gift to Godõs Church at Pentecost and weõll all 
have a great birthday celebration together.   

Mary Lee Long  
Finance Committee  

Keeping the Roof Over 
Our Heads  


