The Call

St . Andrewds & St. Swithinodos
June, 2008

To Know Christ and make Him Known

Dear Friends in Christ:

Thomas Wolfe once observed that we can never go home again. The power and
poignancy of that observation hit me hard as | visited my old neighborhood recently in
San Jose, California. | always loved my garden and especially the many rose bushes that
bloomed in fragrant profusion in the late spring and so | felt excited and expectant as |
turned down the street toward the property that | had nurtured and called home for
over twenty years. My heart sank as | stared at the dry and neglected yard and the
stucco monstrosity that had replaced my gracious and inviting house. It was as though
a piece of my soul had been destroyed.

| suppose that | had set myself up for disappointment by trying to return to the
past. Human nature, | guess. We've probably all been there.  We try to go back when we
need to move forward.  Churches do this, too, particularly during times of transition.

We tend to imagine the life cycle of a church as a closed circle that moves through
predictable stages of birth, growth, decline, and then either death or rebirth. This has
been the traditional model for understanding the church as an organization but at least
one leader in the field is now encouraging a new model. Rather than thinking of a
closed circle that looks back at what once was, the new model consists of an *S* design
that is hooked together in an open ended chain where a new link is added each time the
congregation completes a stage of growth. The emphasis is always on moving ahead
just as life moves ahead.  We can't go back and maybe we shouldn't even try because cir-
cumstances, culture, and customs change and so does how we respond to those
changes.

If St. Andrew's and St. Swithin's are to grow as vibrant congregations then our
mandate must be to address the needs of a new generation while providing opportuni-
ties for ministry and worship for our current congregations. This can be an exciting
time if we allow it to be as we learn to identify, invite and initiate men and women and
boys and girls who are asking the big questions in life, such as why am | here, who is
God, how can | grow as a person, and how can | make a difference? You have a role in
helping them discover those answers by passing on the knowledge that Christ and other
Christians have invested in you.

Your attitude will affect your future. Likewise, my attitude will affect the extent to
which | embrace all of the possibilities of the future. | can't have the garden and home |
once had but | can take what | loved from my past and make it a part of the life and
world | now live in 2008. We can all create something new that will hold a piece of our
soul if we choose to.

Maggie +



Medicare,
Medigap
and You!

YouodOve aMar ks eHanr oolenyndnghe
paper. Besides being a regular contributor to

the Peninsula Daily News , Mark is the Regional
Director of Senior Information and Assistance

at 107 E. 8™ ST, Port Angeles. Many of you may
not be aware of the range of services that are
provided at Sr. | & A but they are extensive.
There are individual case managements services, minor home repair and legal represen-
tation just to name a few.

The Congregational Care Committee has invited Marge Stewart to be our guest speaker

at the seminar on Thursday June 5th at 10 am . Marge works with Mark Harvey and is
an expert in her field, which is Statewide Health Insurance Benefits Advisors (SHIBA).
She was trained by the insurance commission of the state of Washington in 1993 and

has been helping individuals get the most out of their own insurance programs ever

since. She is coming to us to educate us on Medicare advantage plans, the prescription
drug plan, prescription drugs and the new rules on providing durable equipment from
Medicare for things such as hospital beds, walkers and diabetic shoes. She will also give
us information on a few other programs sponsored by Sr. | & A such as legal assistance,
dental assistance, and the will clinic for drawing up simple wills.

The seminar begins at 10 am at St. Andrew6s in |
great that we must move to the fellowship hall. There is a sign up in the narthex but if
you dondt get a chance to sign up, just call thi

Ready to Receive Names!

Thanks to all of you who came to the meeting with Bishop Greg Rickel and Canon Joan
Anthony. The Parish Profile has been completed. The call committee is now developing
the various letters and questions we will need as we begin receiving names and contact-
ing priests who may be interested in becoming our Rector. Joan has indicated that we
will start receiving names from the Diocesan list in the next couple of weeks. We are
also able to receive names of priests from any of you as well.

We are now at the point where  complete confidentiality is essential
Please continue to keep our parish and our search for a Rector in your prayers.
Gary Heaton
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These numbers were compiled using the dates of the 16th of April to the 15th of
May. Pledges dropped back a bit and expenses included an insurance payment. The
Building fund was the big winner with much of the capital fund campaign monies

deposited.
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$302.00
$22,230.00
$8,519.85

Average # of children in Sunday School each Sunday
Projects relating to Special Building and Ground work projects.

Fellowship events were held, including coffee hours.

Average# of adults attending the Forum each Sunday

Average # of adults attending the Monday night discussion

Average # of adults attending the service of Compline on Monday night.

Holy Eucharist at Crest wi
# of Food items taken to Port Angeles food bank.

Amount sent to MANNA.
Amount donated to the building fund.
Pledge payments and loose offering
$13,332.78 Expenses paid

Peopl e

recei ved

Food items for the Food Bank are still needed, especially:
Baby food, pasta, tuna and peanut butter.

April 27
May 4

May 11
May 18
May 25

8:00 am
15
19
no Service
17
15

10:00 am
56
62
63
63
65
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New
Library
Book

Wright, N. T.
Simply Christian:
Why Christianity Makes Sense




